
By Nelson Sigelman

Chilmark voters face a $ 6.7 million operat-
ing budget and zoning bylaw amendments
intended to regulate wind turbines and noisy
machinery at Monday’s annual town meet-
ing, which begins at 7:30 pm at the Chilmark
Community Center.

On Wednesday, voters return to the famil-
iar wooden hall off South Road to elect town
officers. There are no contests. Polls are open
from noon to 8 pm.

In a telephone conversation with The
Times, selectman J.B. Riggs Parker described
the warrant as “pretty straightforward.” He
said cost of living increases (COLA) and the
wind turbine bylaw might spur some discus-
sion.

“Certainly the town budget,” said select-
man Warren Doty when asked Tuesday what
might prove to be a topic of discussion. “This
time of year that is what everybody is inter-
ested in.”

Mr. Doty said the warrant includes a re-
quest to move forward with the design and
construction of three rental units at the Mid-
dle Line Road housing project. The article
calls for the town to spend $92,000 to hire a
project manager, design the units and obtain

construction cost estimates.
Chairman Frank Fenner said every year

the selectmen work with the finance commit-
tee (FinCom) to examine the budget. “This
year we took extra pains to scrutinize every
department,” he said, adding that the budget
is down to “barebones essentials” appropriate
for the times.

The $6,660,825 operating budget for the
2010 fiscal year (available at mvtimes.com) is
$20,574 less than the FY 2009 budget and
$92,000 below the amount that would re-
quire a Proposition 2.5 tax override.

The budget includes pay raises for town
employees based on an eight-step compensa-
tion plan. With a satisfactory job review, em-
ployees may expect an annual step pay raise
of 3.4 percent. In some cases, employees who
may no longer qualify for a step increase do
receive increases based on length of service.

The budget also includes three percent cost
of living adjustments for town employees, a
subject of considerable discussion by select-
men and finance committees across the Is-
land, in advance of the annual round of town
meetings.

The topic provided lively debate at a joint
meeting of the Chilmark selectmen and mem-

PHOTO BY JANET HEFLER

Benjamin Davey, a fifth-grader at Tisbury School, celebrates his selection as the national grand prizewinner in a “super saver” contest with
recognition from Patti Leighton, left, and Richard Leonard of the Martha’s Vineyard Savings Bank. 

By Janet Hefler 

Tisbury voters head to the polls for the
annual town election from noon to 8 pm on
Tuesday, April 28, at the American Legion
Hall opposite the Tisbury School. Although
several races are uncontested, competition
remains for candidates vying for one water
commissioner and two public works com-
missioner seats. 

(Election results will be available online
at mvtimes.com)

In the race for one three-year term as a
water commissioner, Roland M. Miller is
challenging incumbent Ralph M. Packer Jr.,
one of three water commissioners who cur-
rently oversee Tisbury Water Works (TWW),
the town’s water system. 

Established under a charter in 1905,
TWW has operated as an independent enti-
ty. At a special town meeting held April 7,
however, voters approved incorporating
TWW as a town department effective June

Tisbury voting
is about water,
public works 

Chilmark takes up $6.7M
budget, wind energy rules

The Martha’s Vineyard 

TIMES
Thursday, April 23, 2009 Volume 26, Issue No. 16 1 Section

Postal Customer Pre-sort Standard ECRWSS US POSTAGE PAID Price–75¢

SSA numbers lag
Steamship Authority traffic is down

this year, according to a report made at
the members’ monthly business meeting
Tuesday. The meeting also included a re-
quest for a trial New York City fast ferry
run over the July Fourth weekend.

See Page 3

Tisbury says yes, again
Tisbury voters will get another shot at

the question of allowing restaurants to
serve beer and wine. On the second night
of annual town meeting, voters agreed to
authorize the selectmen to file a home
rule petition that will set the stage for a
ballot contest in 2010. See Page 7

All politics is local
Geoghan Coogan, unopposed for Tis-

bury selectman in the April 28 annual
town election, knows something about Is-
land politics. His father, Edmond
Coogan, was a selectman in Oak Bluffs
before moving to Tisbury where he was a
selectman until his death in 2001. His
uncle, Greg Coogan is a current Oak
Bluffs selectman. See Page 6

Burglar cops plea deal
Brian D. Gromoshak was the master-

mind behind a short-lived winter burgla-
ry spree in Edgartown. On Friday, he
pled guilty in Edgartown District Court
as part of a plea agreement that includes
jail time. See Page 4

Bombs away
The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers this

week began a cleanup of former muni-
tions on South Beach and Chappaquid-
dick. While most of the practice bombs
are believed to pose no risk, every now
and then one turns up that “can make
you physically disappear.” See Page 33

A week at Safe Haven

Camp Safe Haven, now in its 15th sea-
son, welcomed 36 young people whose
lives are affected by HIV/AIDS. Katrina
and Davonda (above) were among the
campers who enjoyed a week-long stay in
West Tisbury and many outdoor activi-
ties. See Page 36

Last picture show
After more than 30 years of service, the

West Tisbury Free Public Library will run
its 16mm film projector for the last time
Monday. Beginning in May, the Monday
Night Movie Program will use a DVD pro-
jector. Relive some of the history and hu-
morous moments behind the 16 mm ex-
perience. See Page 13
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By Sam Decker

L istening to Bruce Molsky is something

like walking through a hall of mirrors.

The multi-instrumentalist and singer, best

known for playing traditional Appalachian

music, finds his unique voice — soulful and

elegiac — on whatever instrument he picks

up. His unadorned yet nuanced banjo, gui-

tar, and fiddle playing indicate a musical

wisdom gained through decades of playing,

teaching, and immersing himself in the tra-

ditions of old-time music. 

“I love music that’s soulful,” he says, and

his voice crackles over his cell phone. He is

sitting in the airport in San Jose, Calif., with

acclaimed fiddler Darol Anger. They’ve just

finished teaching together at Big Sur Fiddle

Camp. 

But the key to Mr. Molsky’s artistry is not

his technical virtuosity. Rather, it’s in singu-

larity of his voice. Says Mr. Molsky, “I’ve

been playing music for over 40 years and

every time I close my eyes and start a tune, I

go somewhere, and when I play in front of an

audience I just want them to go there with

me. I think that’s a reasonable request.” 

Mr. Molsky’s performance this Saturday at

the Katharine Cornell Theatre will be his

second Vineyard appearance for the KCT

Concerts series, which runs through the fall.

“It’s exactly the kind of show I love to play,”

says Mr. Molsky. “It’s friendly, it’s casual,

and it’s an intimate venue.”

Mary Wolverton and Greg Harcourt, the

couple responsible for organizing the Celtic

and traditional music series since 1996, are

thrilled to have Mr. Molsky back. “It was one

of our favorite concerts last year,” says Ms.

Wolverton. “He’s a very warm, relaxed, and

forthright person. I think he really connects

with his audience... It’s a very well-rounded

performance.” 

Mr. Molsky’s professional music career

didn’t begin until he was 40 when he quit

his job as an engineer. Now 53,he keeps

busy traveling the world performing, collabo-

rating, and teaching at workshops.

He just returned from playing a string of

concerts in Sweden, and in June, following

an East Coast tour with Mr. Anger, he will

return to Europe to teach at a workshop in

Finland. He’s a regular instructor at Mark

O’Connor Fiddle Camp and he’s been a fea-

tured guest on “A Prairie Home Companion”

with Garrison Keillor, and NPR’s “All Things

Considered.”
Though he considers himself a performer

more than a teacher, Mr. Molsky recognizes

the special importance of teaching inherent

in his genre. “The kind of music I play is a

tradition,” he says. “I learned years ago from

people who were old then and most of them

are gone now, so I kind of feel one of my

main charges is passing the music on.”

The fiddle is enjoying a new wave of popu-

larity, Mr. Molsky believes, and its tradition

is gaining respect among young people in

Europe, Canada, and the United States. “I

like to be one of the people that helps facili-

tate that,” he says.

Mr. Molsky, who grew up in the Bronx,

started playing guitar when he was 10. Later

that year, his older sister gave him a Doc

Watson record for his birthday — “I was a

young folky,” he says, chuckling. He picked

up the fiddle when he was 17, captivated by

the bluegrass and old-time music he heard

during the folk movement of the 60s and

70s. 
Only recently has Mr. Molsky begun to

write his own music, an enlightening step for

the musician. “What I’m finding out about

writing,” he says, “is that there’s no such

thing as a new idea. The ideas are out there,

Multi-instrumentalist Bruce Molsky opens the 2009 KCT Concerts this Saturday night.
PHOTO COURTESY OF KCT CONCERTS
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Bruce Molsky: 
Giving voice to tradition

“I’ve been playing music for over

40 years and every time I close

my eyes and start a tune, I go

somewhere, and when I play in

front of an audience I just want

them to go there with me.”

A pullout inside

By Janet Hefler

Thriftiness paid off in more than interest
recently for Island students Benjamin Davey
and Jack Sayre. Both won prizes in a Super
Saver 2009 contest as regular depositors in
their school saving accounts through the
Save For America (SFA) program, sponsored
locally by Martha’s Vineyard Savings Bank
(MVSB).

The two students’ names were drawn from
a pool of 3,532 who qualified as “super
savers” in grades K-8 at participating
schools in 28 states.

Benjamin, a fifth-grader at Tisbury School,

was chosen as the grand prizewinner and
will receive a $250 gift certificate redeemable
at Amazon.com. 

In addition to the grand prize, two run-
ners-up in the contest from New Hampshire
and Texas will receive $50 gift certificates. 

Six super savers, including Jack, a fourth-
grader at Oak Bluffs School, two other stu-
dents from Massachusetts, and three from
Connecticut, Oklahoma, and Texas, will
each receive a $25 gift certificate. 

In a ceremony last Friday morning in the
Tisbury School library, Benjamin received a
certificate of recognition from MVSB execu-
tive vice president and chief operating officer

Richard Leonard and executive assistant
and school savings coordinator Patti
Leighton. 

“We do the school savings program in all
the schools on the Island, but the Tisbury
School has the most consistent, steady su-
per savings program going,” Mr. Leonard told
Benjamin. “And you and all of your other fel-
low students here in Tisbury and on the
Vineyard that got entered into this, it’s
amazing. One person in the country gets this
award, and that is you – congratulations.” 

Benjamin’s eight-year-old brother Jason, a
second-grader at Tisbury School, attended
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TRADITIONAL ACUPUNCTURE

ANIMAL ACUPUNCTURE

Nancy B. Gilfoy, M.Ac.
Licensed Acupuncturist

508-696-5890

“T IME IS  A  BEAUTIFUL THING”

SKIN CARE STUDIO
Diane T. Morgan, Licensed Aesthetician

508.645.9200 | Five N. Tabor Farm Rd | Chilmark, MA 02535

ASTROLOGY

ACUPUNCTURE

AESTHETICS

ARLAN WISE
ASTROLOGER

*READ MY COLUMN ON*
www.arlanwise.com

READINGS · YEARLY UPDATES · LESSONS
508-645-9292    arlanw@vineyard.net

Astrology Consultations
Kathie Gibbs

508-693-8021
kgibbs@vineyard.net

PHYSICAL REHABILITATION

Licensed Massage & Reflexology
Swedish · Deep Tissue · Therapeutic

Massage Cupping · Manual Lymph Drainage
Reiki · Reflexology · Facials & Waxing

Gift Certificates · House Calls · Weekly Specials
508-326-6765 · 87 Dodgers Hole Rd., Edgartown

www.mvtimes.com

ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH CONSULTING

Fatigue, Anxiety & Depression,  Hormone Issues
Mold and Chemical exposure

How to trouble shoot, whom to see 
Lisa Nagy  • 508 696 6998

www.environmentalmedicineinfo.com

Rehabilitation & Wellness Services
Physical, Occupational & Speech Therapy Services

508-693-0410 ext. 247
Here For Your Health!

FENG SHUI

LivingSpaceFengShui
for

HEARTH, HEART AND HEALTH
with

CATHERINE FINCH

508-627-3565

ALLEGHENY ACUPUNCTURE

Feel
Balanced

1.508.696.9944

H E A LT H A N D F I T N E S S D I R E C T O R Y

AUDIOLOGY

HEALTH AND BEAUTY

HEALTH AND BEAUTY

Vineyard Audiology
Hearing Health for
Children & Adults

Lesley Segal-Pallas, MA CCC/A
Vineyard Haven · 508-696-4600

VINEYARD PHYSICAL 
THERAPY, INC.

Don’t put up with being put
on a “wait list” when

you need Physical Therapy.
Call Vineyard Physical Therapy for a

prompt appointment. Karen Kukolich,
P.T. is especially experienced with rotator

cuff injuries and joint replacements.
Office and Home visits available

You have the right to choose!
508-627-5066

261 Upper Main Street, Edgartown

MASSAGE

NUTRITION

ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH

PHYSICAL THERAPY

PHYSICAL THERAPY

V i n e y a r d  P i l a t e s  C e n t e r
s t e f a n  k n i g h t  c m t

w o o d l a w n  b u s i n e s s  c e n t e rs t a t e  r d . ,  v i n e y a r d  h a v e n

5 0 8  6 9 6  6 4 5 2

PILATES

Greenberg Physical
& Hand Therapy

Associates
Larry Greenberg,

P T , M S , M .E D

Deborah Shipkin,
O T R /L

specializing in:
orthopedic and sports injuries

repetitive strain injuries
arthritis and joint replacements

West Tisbury • 508-696-9171

PSYCHOLOGIST

PSYCHIC

Sumner Z. Silverman, PhD.
Licensed Psychologist

Issues of Creativity,
Productivity

and Quality of Life
508.693.7481

35 Years Experience

David Merritt
Psychic / Medium

Classes / Readings / Mentoring
Gift Certificates Available

Cell: 774-563-0043
www.DavidMerritt.com

PODIATRY

Heel & Sole Podiatry
Dr. Michelle
McCrumb

395 State Road
Vineyard Haven

508-696-8877
Board Certified 

Complete Foot Care

HOME CARE SERVICES

FITNESS EQUIPMENT

HAIR REMOVAL SERVICES
ELECTROLYSIS

FACIAL REJUVENATION
Eileen T. Reilly, Registered Electrologist

For Appointment call 508-696-7200

RESIDENTIAL LIVING

One Hospital Road, Oak Bluffs

MV’s BEST KEPT SECRET
1st Floor Residential Living

Affordable Living with Assistance
Affordable State Programs to 

Support Your Stay
Call for free lunch and tour!

508-696-6465 x 735
windemeremv.org ~ 

A  Non-prof i t  o rganizat ion

The Help You Need 
is Just a Call Away...

PRIVATE
HOMECARE
SERVICES

24 HOURS A DAY, 7 DAYS A WEEK, 
365 DAYS A YEAR

(508) 693-6184
ISLAND CLUB Discount Now Available!

COUNSELING

For the most complete 
and helpful list of 

counselors and therapists 
on the island go to

www.mvpsychotherapy.net

HAIR REMOVAL

L O W E R S S T R E S S

Reflexology
Betsy Shands,CR,LMT

508-696-6060

2-for-1 for 
new clients

Now thru Memorial Day

HAND/FOOT REFLEXOLOGY

Vineyard Audiology
Do you wonder if you or someone close to you may have

difficulty hearing? Vineyard Audiology offers a full range of
hearing services. Lesley Segal Pallas, M.A., CCC/A, pro-
vides quality hearing health care for children as young as
seven months,  seniors, and every age in between. Lesley
offers a variety of services including hearing evaluations,
selection and fitting of hearing aids, including the most
advanced technology, and counseling about living with
hearing loss.

Vineyard Audiology is conveniently located in Vineyard
Haven. For an appointment, call

508-696-4600

Spotlight

Classic Facial
w/Feet Reflexology

Mansion House Spa w/Nahomie
for only $100

(normally $130)

508-693-2200x5

Caring. Connecting.
Community.
A wise woman once had a
dream to change the lives
of women for the better. Her
hope was so contagious
that, one person at a time,
her dream spread around the
world. Today, 45 years later,
millions have been touched
by the legacy that Mary Kay
Ash left. Iʼm proud to share in
her commitment of caring and
connecting in communities —
just like ours — to help make
a difference.

Melissa L. Pelletier
Independent Beauty Consultant
http://www.marykay.com/pelletier4
508-627-0477

the ceremony along with his
parents, Allan and Anne
Davey, who teaches kinder-
garten at Oak Bluffs School.

In an interview before-
hand, Benjamin said he
knew nothing about the con-
test until Esther Teves,
school banking parent coor-
dinator, came into his band
class on April 10 to tell him
he won. 

“It was like being hit by
lightning,” Benjamin re-
called. 

He estimated he saved
about $600 since starting
the program in kindergarten,
adding a few dollars every
week from allowance money
for doing some chores at

home, along with contribu-
tions from his parents. 

When asked why he decid-
ed to participate in the sav-
ings program, the 11-year-
old answered with
practicality, “It makes sense
to — you get money for put-
ting money in the bank.” 

Although Benjamin spends
a little every now and then,
he said he’s building a nest
egg to cover expenses like
school class trips when he’s
older. He hasn’t decided yet
what he will buy with the
Amazon gift certificate. 

Asked what he has learned
from news about the reces-
sion, Benjamin said, “You
need to always make sure
you can pay back money if

you take a loan. The bank
needs to be able to trust
you.” 

In a ceremony during Oak
Bluffs School’s weekly as-
sembly, also held last Friday
morning, Jack received a
certificate of recognition from
school banking parent vol-
unteer Susan Wallo. 

In a phone call Monday,
Jack said his win came as a
complete surprise, especially
considering that, “I usually
don’t win anything – and
there were over 3,000 in the
contest.” 

The nine-year-old started
his savings account in
kindergarten, adding about
$3 at a time. Some of his
money goes towards his hob-

by, collecting baseball cards
and baseball memorabilia.
Jack said he does not know
yet what he will buy with his
gift certificate. He is the son
of Dawn and Jeffrey Sayre of
Oak Bluffs, and he has a
three-year-old sister, Julia. 

With more than 100 stu-
dents taking part every week
in the MVSB savings pro-
gram, Tisbury School leads
among the participating
schools, which also include
Edgartown School, Chilmark
School, West Tisbury School,
and the Martha’s Vineyard
Public Charter School.

“It was our goal when we
started this program 14
years ago to encourage con-
sistent, good savings habits
among students,” Ms.
Leighton said. 

Every week on a school’s

bank day, students make de-
posits using their schools’
computer, with the help of
adult supervisors. SFA, a
not-for-profit organization
founded in 1980, adminis-
ters the school savings pro-
gram online. 

SFA compiled the list of
students who qualified for
the contest drawing by mak-
ing more than 10 deposits
through April 3 from its
database of deposit records
from participating schools. 

At the end of the school
year, MVSB rewards “super
savers,” who deposited mon-
ey into their accounts every
week from September
through June, and “steady
savers,” who deposited mon-
ey at least 90 percent of the
banking days. 

In addition to receiving a

certificate at their school’s
award ceremonies, steady
savers receive a $5 deposit to
their accounts and super
savers a $10 deposit. The su-
per savers’ names also go
into a drawing for one win-
ner at their school for a $50
savings bond. 

“The program does not run
without the volunteers – they
commit to it and understand
the importance of it, and love
to provide it,” Ms. Leighton
said, noting that Ms. Wallo
has continued to help with
the savings program long
since her daughter graduat-
ed from Oak Bluffs School. 

Ms. Teves also credited
parent volunteers Katherine
Mendez, Beth Mello, and
Cheryl Backus for helping
her at Tisbury School.  ◆
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